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ALICE 
AND THE 
WHITE | 
RABBIT ;* 


Once upon a time there was a 
little girl called Alice, and she had 
a very curious dream. 

Would you like to hear what it 
was that she dreamed about ? 

Well, this was the first thing that 
happened. A White Rabbit came 
running by in a great hurry, and 
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just as it passed Alice it stopped 
and took its watch out of its pocket. 

Wasn't that a funny thing? Did 
you ever see a Rabbit that had a 
watch and a pocket to put it in? Of 
course, when a Rabbit has a watch, 
it must have a pocket to put it in. 
It would never do to carry it about 
in its mouth, and it wants its hands 
sometimes to run about with. 

Hasn’t it got pretty pink eyes P 
(I think all white Rabbits have pink 
eyes. It has pink ears, too, and a 
nice brown coat. You can just see 
its silk pocket-handkerchief peeping 
out of its coat pocket, and with its 
blue neck-tie and its yellow waistcoat, 
it really is very nicely dressed. 

"Oh dear, oh dear!" said the 
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Rabbit. “I shall be too late!” 
What would it be too late for, I 
wonder? Well, you see, it had to 
go to visit the Duchess. Now, the 
Duchess was a very cross old lady, 
. and the Rabbit knew she'd be very 
angry indeed if he kept her waiting. 
So the poor thing was as frightened 
as frightened could be. Just shake 
the book a little from side to side, 
and you'll soon see him tremble. The 
Rabbit thought the Duchess would 
have his head cut off for a punish- 
ment for being late. That was what 
the Queen of Hearts used to do 
when she was angry with people. 
At least the Queen used to order 
their heads to be cut off, and she 
always thought it was done, though 
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they never really did it, you know. 

And so, when the White Rabbit 
ran away, Alice wanted to see what 
would happen to it. So she ran after 
it, and she ran and she ran till she 
tumbled right down the rabbit-hole. 

And then she had a very long fall 
indeed, Down and down and down 
She fell, till she began to wonder 
if she was going right through the 
world, so as to come out on the other 
side ! 

It was just like a very deep well, 
only there was no water in it. If 
anybody really had such a fall as 
that, it would kill them, most likely: 
But you know it doesn’t hurt a bit to 
fall in a dream, because, all the time 
you think you're falling, you really 
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are lying somewhere, safe and sound 
and fast asleep! 

However, this terrible fall came to 
an end at last, and down came Alice 
on a heap of sticks and dry leaves. 
But she wasn't a bit hurt, and she 
jumped up on to her feet in a 
moment. She looked up, but it was 
all dark overhead. Before her was 
another long passage, and the White 
Rabbit was still in sight hurrying 
down it. There was not a moment 
to be lost. Away went Alice like 
the wind, and was just in time to 
hear it say, as it turned a corner, 
* Oh, my ears and whiskers, how late 
it’s getting!” She was close behind 
it when she turned the corner, but the 
Rabbit was no longer to be seen. 
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AT d 

After Alice had tumbled down the 
rabbit-hole and had run a long, long 
way underground, all of a sudden 
she found herself in a great hall with 
doors all round it. 

But all the doors were locked, so; 
you see, poor Alice couldn't get out of 
the hall, and that made her very sad. 
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However, after a while, she came 
to a little glass table with three legs. 
(There are two of the legs in the 
picture, and just the beginning of the 
other leg. Do you see?) And on 
the table was a little key, so Alice 
went round the hall, and tried if she 
could unlock any of the doors with it. 

Poor Alice! The key wouldn't 
unlock any of the doors. But at last 
she came upon a tiny little door and 
oh, how glad she was when she found 
the key would fit it! 

So she unlocked the tiny little door 
and she stooped down and looked 
through it, and what do you think 
she saw P Oh, such a beautiful 
garden! And she did so long to go 
into it! But the door was far too 
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small. She couldn't squeeze herself 
through, any more than you could 
squeeze yourself into a mouse-hole ! 

So poor little Alice locked up the 
door, and took the key back to the 
table again. This time she found 
quite a new thing on it, and what do 
you think it was? It was a little 
bottle with a label tied to it with the 
words “DRINK ME” on the label. 
(Now look at the picture again.) 

It was all very well to say * DRINK 
ME," but the wise Alice was not 
going to do that in a hurry. “No. 
Il look first," she said, “and see if 
it's marked ‘poison’ or not" She 
had never forgotten that, if you drink 
much from a bottle marked “poison,” 
. itis almost sure to make you very ill. 
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Now, this bottle was not marked 
“poison,” so Alice tasted it, and it 
was very nice. It had a lovely mixed 
taste of cherry-tart, custard, pine- 
apple, roast turkey, toffee and hot 
buttered toast. So she set to work 
and drank it up. And then such 
a curious thing happened to her! 
You'll never guess what it was, so 
I shall have to tell you. She got 
smaller and smaller, until at last she 
was just the size of a little doll! 
Then she said to herself, “ Now 
I’m the right size to get through the 
little door!” And away she ran. 
But when she got there, the door 
was locked, and the key was on the 
top of the table and she couldn't 
reach it! Wasn't it a pity she had | 
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locked up the door 
againP Well, the 
next thing she 
found was a little É 
cake, and it had the 3 
words “ EAT’ ME” È 
marked on it. And 
what do you think 
the words “EAT E 
МЕ” were written | 
with? No, not : 
pencil, nor ink, nor 5 
even chalk. They & 
were written with : 
currants! Now could 
you help eating a 
tiny cake that had « 
the words * EAT ME" written on it in 
juicy currants? I'm quite sure you 
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couldn't, and neither could Alice. So 
of course she set to work and ate it 
up. And then what do you think 
happened to her? No, you'll never 
guess! I shall have to tell you 
again. 

She grew and she grew and she 
grew. Taller than she was before! 
Taller than any child! Taller than 
any grown-up person! Taller and 
taller and taller. Just look at the 
picture and you'll see how tall she 
got ! 

Which would you have liked the 
best do you think, to be a tiny Alice 
no larger than a kitten, or a great 
tall Alice with your head always 
knocking against the ceiling ? 
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THE POOL OF TEARS 


Perhaps you think Alice must 
have been very much pleased when 
she had eaten the little cake, to find 
herself growing so tremendously tall ? 
Because of course it would be easy 
enough now to reach the key off the 
glass table, and to open the little tiny 
door. 

Well, of course she could do that, 
but what good was it to get the door 
open when she couldn't get through P 
She was worse off than ever, poor 
thing. She could just manage by 
putting her head down close to the 
ground, to look through with one 
eye! But that was all she could do. 
No wonder the poor tall child sat 
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down and cried as if her heart would 
break. 

So she cried and she cried. And 
her tears ran down the middle of the 
hall like a deep river. And very 
soon there was quite a large Pool of 
Tears reaching half-way down the 
hall. 

And there she might have stayed 
till this very day, if the White Rabbit 
hadn’t happened to come through the 
hall on his way to visit the Duchess. 
He was dressed up as grand as grand 
could be. Не had a pair of white 
kid gloves in one hand and a little 
fan in the other hand. And he kept 
on muttering to himself, “Oh, the 
Duchess, the Duchess. Oh, won't she 
be savage if I’ve kept her waiting ! " 
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But he didn't see Alice, you know. 
So when she began to say, “If you 
please, sir——” her voice seemed to 
come from the top of the hall, because 
her head was so high up. And the 
Rabbit was dreadfully frightened. 
He dropped the gloves and the fan, 
and ran away as hard as he could go. 

Then a very curious thing indeed 
happened. Alice took up the fan 
and began to fan herself with it, and 
lo and behold she got quite small 
again. Then, all in a minute, she 
was about the size of a mouse! 

Now look at the picture and you'll 
soon guess what happened next. lt 
looks just like the sea, doesn't it? 
But it really is the Pool of Tears all 
made of Alice's tears, you know !- 
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And Alice has tumbled into the 
Pool, and the Mouse has tumbled іп, 
and there they are swimming about 
together. 

Doesn’t Alice look pretty as she 
swims across the picture P Youcan 
just see her little shoes far away 
under the water. 

But why is the 
away from Alice ! 
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Mouse swimming 
n such a hurry ? 


Well, the reason is that Alice began 
talking about cats and dogs, and a 
Mouse always hates talking about 
cats and dogs! 

Suppose you were swimming about 
in a pool of your own tears, and 
suppose somebody began talking to 
you about lesson-books and bottles 
of medicine, wouldn't you swim away 
as hard as you could go? 

Ht апу (гасе, the Mouse swath 
away from Alice so quickly that it 
made big waves on the water and 
poor little Alice bobbed up and 
down like a cork! She began to 
feel quite seasick! So she called it 
back softly and promised not to talk 
about cats or dogs and together they 
swam to the shore. 
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THE CAUCUS-RACE 
When Alice and the Mouse had 


got out of the Pool of Tears, of course 
they were very wet, and so were a lot 
of other curious creatures that had 
tumbledin as well. There wasa Dodo. 
(That's the great bird in front leaning 
on a walking-stick.) And a Duck, 
anda Lory. (That's just behind the 
Duck, looking over its head. And 
an Eaglet. (That's on the left-hand 
side of the Lory.) And several others. 
Well, they didn’t know how in the 
world they were to get dry again. 
But the Dodo, who was a very wise 
bird, told them the right way was to 
ave a Caucus-Race. And what do 
you think that was ? 
19 


You don't know? Well, be very 
attentive, and I will tell you. 

First, you must have a race-course. 
It ought to be a sort of circle, but it 
doesn't much matter what shape it is, 
so long as it goes a good way round 
and joins on to itself again. 

Then, you must put all the racers 
on the course, here and there, It 
doesn't matter where, so long as you 
don't crowd them too much together. 

Then, you needn't say " One, two, 
three, and away!” but let them all 
set off running just when they like 
and leave off just when they like. 

So all these creatures, Alice and 
all, went on running round and round 
until they were quite dry again. 
Then the Dodo suddenly called out, 
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“The race is over!" and they all 
crowded round it panting, and asking, 
“But who has уоп?” 

The Dodo had to think hard, and 
It sat for a long time with one finger 
pressed upon its forehead. At last it 
said, “Everybody has won, and all 
must have prizes ! " 

“But who is to give the prizes P" 
asked all the others. 

“Why, she, of course,” said the 
Dodo, pointing to Alice with one 
finger. 

And the whole party at once 
crowded round her calling out, 
"Prizes! Prizes!" 

Alice had no idea what to do, and 
in despair she put her hand in her 
Pocket and pulled out a box of 
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sweets (luckily the salt water had 
not got into it), and handed them 
round as prizes. There was just one 
a-piece all round. 

“But she must have a prize herself, 
you know,” said the Mouse. 
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* Of course, the Dodo replied 
very gravely. “ What else have you 
got in your pocket P" he went on, 
turning to Alice. 

* Only a thimble," said Alice sadly. 

“Hand it over here," said the Dodo. 

'Then they all crowded round her 
once more, while the Dodo handed 
the thimble back to Alice, saying, 
* We beg your acceptance of this 
elegant thimble.” And when it had 
finished this short speech they all 
cheered. 

Wasn’t that a curious sort of 
present to give her P Suppose they 
wanted to give you a birthday present, 
would you rather they should go to 
your toy-cupboard and pick out your 
nicest doll and say, “ Here, my love, 
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here's a lovely birthday present for 
you!" or would you like them to 
give you something new, something 
that didn't belong to you before Р 

I can tell you, Alice thought it very 
silly, but they all looked so solemn 
that she did not dare laugh at them. 
She put the thimble on her finger to 
show how well it fitted (and it would 
have been strange if it hadn't fitted 
well, wouldn't itP) and then she 
bowed gravely. 

Then they all began to eat their 
sweets—which was not so easy as it 
sounds. The little ones choked and 
the big ones said they could not 
taste theirs. But at last it was all 
over and one by one they went 
home, leaving Alice all alone. 
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BILL, THE LIZARD 


Now I'm going to tell you about 
Alice's adventures in the White 
Rabbit's house. 

Do you remember how the Rabbit 
dropped his gloves and his fan, when 
he was so frightened at hearing 
Alice's voice that seemed to come 
down from the sky ? Well, of course, 
he couldn't go to visit the Duchess : 
without his fan, so after a bit he came 
back again to look for them. 

By this time the Dodo and all the 
other curious creatures had gone 
away, and Alice was wandering about 
all alone. 

So what do you thi 
Actually he thought she was 
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nk he did? 
his 


housemaid, and began ordering her 
about! “Mary Ann!" he said, * Go 
home this very minute and fetch me 
a pair of gloves and a fan! Quick 
now!” 

Perhaps he couldn't see very 
clearly with his pink eyes, for I’m 
sure Alice doesn’t look very like a 
housemaid, does She? However, she 
was a very good-natured little girl, 
so she wasn’t a bit offended, but ran 
off to the Rabbit’s house as quickly 
as she could. 

It was lucky she found the door 
open, for if she had had to ring, I 
suppose the real Mary Ann would 
have come to open the door, and she 
would never have let Alice come in. 
And I'm sure it was very lucky she 
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didn't meet the real Mary Ann as 
she trotted upstairs, for I’m afraid 
she would have taken Alice for a 
robber ! 

So at last she found her way into 
the Rabbit’s room, and there was a 
pair of gloves lying on the table, and 
she was just going to take them up 
and go away, when she happened to 
see a little bottle on the table. And 
of course it had the words “ DRINK 
ME” on the label. And of course 
Alice drank some! 

Well, I think that was rather lucky, 
too, don't you? For if she hadn't 
drunk any, all this wonderful adven- 
ture that I'm going to tell you about 
wouldn't have happened at al. And 
wouldn't that have been 2 pity P 
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You're getting so used to Alice's 
adventures that I daresay you can 
guess what happened next. If you 
can't, I'll tell you. 

She grew and she grew and she 
grew. And ina very short time the 
room was full of Alice, just in the 
same way as a jar is full of jam! 
There was Alice all the way up to 
the ceiling, and Alice in every 
corner of the room ! 

The door opened inwards, so of 
course there wasn’t any room to open 
it. So when the Rabbit got tired of 
waiting, and came to fetch his gloves 
for himself, of course he couldn't get 
in. 

"I'll go round and get in at the 
window,” said the Rabbit to himself. 
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“That you won't," 
thought Alice, and 
after waiting till 
she heard the Rabbit 
just under the 
window, she sud- 
denly spread out 
her hand and made 
a snatch in the air. 
She did not get hold 
of anything, but she 
heard a little shriek 
and a fall and a 
crash of broken 
glass. The Rabbit NEU 
had fallen into the S ТЕТІ 
cucumber-frame. ; i 

So what do you think the Rabbit 
did then? (Now we өле to the 
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picture.) He sent Bill, the Lizard, 
up to the roof of the house and told 
him to get down the chimney. But 
Alice happened to have one of her 
feet in the fire-place, so when she 
heard Bill coming down the chimney 
she just gave a tiny kick, and away 
went ВШ flying up into the sky ! 

Poor little Bill! Don’t you pity 
him very much? How frightened 
he must have been! 

When he landed on earth again 
(and just imagine how hard it must 
have been!) the kind White Rabbit 
gave him a drink of water, so І 
expect that Bill soon felt quite all 
right again. At any rate, I do hope 
so, don’t you P 
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EXERCISES 


. Why was the White Rabbit afraid of being 
late P 

. What did Alice see through the tiny door ? 
. Tell what happened to Alice when she 
ate the little cake. 

. Tell what happened when Alice met the 
White Rabbit again. 

. What is a Caucus-Race P 

. What happened to Alice when she was in 
the White Rabbit's room Р 
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ALICE 
AND THE 
WHITE 


Once upon a time there was a 
little girl called Alice, and she had 
a very curious dream. 

Would you like to hear what it 
was that she dreamed about ? 

Well, this was the first thing that 
happened. A White Rabbit came 
running by in a great hurry, and 
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just as it passed Alice it stopped 
and took its watch out of its pocket. 

Wasn't that a funny thing P Did 
you ever see a Rabbit that had a 
watch and a pocket to put it in? ОР 
course, when a Rabbit has a watch, 
it must have a pocket to put it in. 
It would never do to carry it about 
in its mouth, and it wants its hands 
sometimes to run about with. 

Hasn’t it got pretty pink eyes P 
(I think all white Rabbits have pink 
eyes.) It has pink ears, too, and a 
nice brown coat. You can just see 
its silk pocket-handkerchief peeping 
out of its coat pocket, and with its 
blue neck-tie and its yellow waistcoat, 
it really is very nicely dressed. 

“Oh dear, oh dear!” said the 
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Rabbit. “I shall be too late!” 
What would it be too late for, I 
wonder P Well, you see, it had to 
go to visit the Duchess. Now, the 
Duchess was a very cross old lady, 
. and the Rabbit knew she'd be very 
angry indeed if he kept her waiting. 
So the poor thing was as frightened 
as frightened could be. Just shake 
the book a little from side to side, 
and you'll soon see him tremble. The 
Rabbit thought the Duchess would 
have his head cut off for a punish- 
ment for being late. That was what 
the Queen of Hearts used to do 
when she was angry with people. 
At least the Queen used to order 
their heads to be cut off, and she 
always thought it was done, though 
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they never really did it, you know. 
And so, when the White Rabbit 
Tan away, Alice wanted to see what 
would happen to it. So she ran after 
it, and she ran and she ran till she 
tumbled right down the rabbit-hole. 
And then she had a very long fall 
indeed, Down and down and down 
she fell, till she began to wonder 
if she was going right through the 
world, 50 as to come out on the other 
Side | 
It was just like a very deep well, 
only there was no water in it. If 
anybody really had such a fall as 
that, it would kill them, most likely: 
ut you know it doesn’t hurt a bit to 
fall in a dream, because, all the time 
you think you're falling, you really 
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are lying somewhere, safe and sound 
and fast asleep! 

However, this terrible fall came to 
an end at last, and down came Alice 
on a heap of sticks and dry leaves. 
But she wasn't a bit hurt, and she 
jumped up on to her feet in a 
moment. She looked up, but it was 
all dark overhead. Before her was 
another long passage, and the White 
Rabbit was still in sight hurrying 
down it. There was not a moment 
to be lost. Away went Alice like 
the wind, and was just in time to 
hear it say, as it turned a corner, 
* Oh, my ears and whiskers, how late 
it’s getting!” She was close behind 
it when she turned the corner, but the 
Rabbit was no longer to be seen. 
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HOW. 
ALICE 
GREW 
PALI 


After Alice had tumbled down the 
rabbit-hole and had run a long, long 
way underground, all of a sudden 
she found herself in a great hall with 
doors all round it. 

But all the doors were locked, so, 
you see, poor Alice couldn't get out of 
the hall, and that made her very sad. 
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However, after a while, she came 
to a little glass table with three legs. 
(There are two of the legs in the 
picture, and just the beginning of the 
other leg. Do you see?) And on 
the table was a little key, so Alice 
went round the hall, and tried if she 
could unlock any of the doors with it. 

Poor Alice! The key wouldn't 
unlock any of the doors. But at last. 
she came upon a tiny little door and 
oh, how glad she was when she found 
the key would fit it! 

So she unlocked the tiny little door 
and she stooped down and looked 
through it, and what do you think 
she saw P Oh, such a beautiful 
garden! And she did so long to go 
into it! But the door was far too 
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small. She couldn't squeeze herself 
through, any more than you could 
squeeze yourself into a mouse-hole ! 

So poor little Alice locked up the 
door, and took the key back to the 
table again. This time she found 
quite a new thing on it, and what do 
you think it was? It was a little 
bottle with a label tied to it with the 
words “DRINK ME” on the label. 
(Now look at the picture again.) 

It was all very well to say * DRINK 
ME," but the wise Alice was not 
going to do that in a hurry. “No. 
Ill look first,” she said, “and see if 
its marked ‘poison’ or not" She 
had never forgotten that, if you drink 
much from a bottle marked “poison,” 
. It is almost sure to make you very ill. 
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Now, this bottle was not marked 
“poison,” so Alice tasted it, and it 
was very nice. It had a lovely mixed 
taste of cherry-tart, custard, pine- 
apple, roast turkey, toffee and hot 
buttered toast. So she set to work 
and drank it up. And then such 
a curious thing happened to her! 
You'll never guess what it was, so 
I shall have to tell you. She got 
smaller and smaller, until at last she 
was just the size of a little doll! 
Then she said to herself, “ Now 
I'm the right size to get through the 
little door!" And away she ran. 
But when she got there, the door 
was locked, and the key was on the 
top of the table and she couldn't 
reach it! Wasn't it a pity she had 


11 


locked up the door 
арап? Well, the 
next thing she 
found was a little 
cake, and it had the 5$ 
words “ БАТ ME” 3 
marked on it. And B 
what do you think 
the words “EAT $ 
ME” were written 
withP No, not : 
pencil, nor ink, nor 5 
even chalk. They $ 
were written with : 
currants! Now could 
you help eating a 
tiny cake that had + 
the words “EAT ME” written on it in 
juicy currants? I’m quite sure you 
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couldn't, and neither could Alice. So 
of course she set to work and ate it 
up. And then what do you think 
happened to her? No, you'll never 
guess! I shall have to tell you 
again. 

She grew and she grew and she 
grew. Taller than she was before! 
Taller than any child! Taller than 
any grown-up person! Taller and 
taller and taller. Just look at the 
picture and you'll see how tall she 
got ! 

Which would you have liked the 
best do you think, to be a tiny Alice 
no larger than a kitten, or a great 
tall Alice with your head always 
knocking against the ceiling ? 
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THE POOL OF TEARS 


Perhaps you think Alice must 
have been very much pleased when 
she had eaten the little cake, to find 
herself growing so tremendously tall ? 
Because of course it would be easy 
enough now to reach the key off the 
glass table, and to open the little tiny 
door. 

Well, of course she could do that, 
but what good was it to get the door 
open when she couldn't get through ? 
She was worse off than ever, poor 
thing. She could just manage by 
putting her head down close to the 
ground, to look through with one 
eye! But that was all she could do. 
No wonder the poor tall child sat 
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down and cried as if her heart would 
break. 

So she cried and she cried. And 
her tears ran down the middle of the 
hall like a deep river. And very 
soon there was quite a large Pool of 
Tears reaching half-way down the 
hall. 

And there she might have stayed 
till this very day, if the White Rabbit 
hadn’t happened to come through the 
hall on his way to visit the Duchess. 
He was dressed up as grand as grand 
could be. He had a pair of white 
kid gloves in one hand and a little 
fan in the other hand. And he kept 
on muttering to himself, “Oh, the 
Duchess, the Duchess. Oh, won't she 
be savage if I’ve kept her waiting ! " 
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But he didn't see Alice, you know. 
So when she began to say, “If you 
please, sir——” her voice seemed to 
come from the top of the hall, because 
her head was so high up. And the 
Rabbit was dreadfully frightened. 
He dropped the gloves and the fan, 
and ran away as hard as he could go. 

Then a very curious thing indeed 
happened. Alice took up the fan 
and began to fan herself with it, and 
lo and behold she got quite small 
again. Then, all in a minute, she 
was about the size of a mouse! 

Now look at the picture and you'll 
soon guess what happened next. It 
looks just like the sea, doesn’t it ? 
But it really is the Pool of Tears all 
made of Alice’s tears, you know! 
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And Alice has tumbled into the 


Pool, and the Mouse has tumbled in, 


and there they are swimming about 


together. 
Doesn't Alice look pretty as she 
cture ? You can 


swims across the pi 
r away 


Just see her little shoes fa 


under the water. Mus 
But why is the Mouse swimming 


away from Alice in such a hurry ? 
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Well, the reason is that Alice began 
talking about cats and dogs, and a 
Mouse always hates talking about 
cats and dogs! 

Suppose you were swimming about 
in a pool of your own tears, and 
suppose somebody began talking to 
you about lesson-books and bottles 
of medicine, wouldn't you swim away 
as hard as you could go ? 

At any rate, the Mouse swam 
away from Alice so quickly that it 
made big waves on the water and 
poor little Alice bobbed up and 
down like a cork! She began to 
feel quite seasick! So she called it 
back softly and promised not to talk 
about cats or dogs and together they 
swam to the shore. 
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THE CAUCUS-RACE 


When Alice and the Mouse had 
got out of the Pool of Tears, of course 
they were very wet, and so were a lot 
of other curious creatures that had 
tumbled in as well. There wasa Dodo. 
(That’s the great bird in front leaning 
on a walking-stick.) And a Duck, 
апа а Lory. (That's just behind the 
Duck, looking over its head.) And 
an Eaglet. (That’s on the left-hand 
side of the Lory.) And several others. 

Well, they didn’t know how in the 
world they were to get dry again. 
But the Dodo, who was 2 very wise 
bird, told them the right way was 59 
have a Caucus-Race. And what do 
you think that was ? 
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You don't know? Well, be very 
attentive, and I will tell you. 

First, you must have a race-course. 
It ought to be a sort of circle, but it 
doesn't much matter what shape it 15, 
so long as it goes a good way round 
and joins on to itself again. 

'Then, you must put all the racers 
on the course, here and there. It 
doesn't matter where, so long as you 
don't crowd them too much together. 

Then, you needn't say “ One, two, 
three, and away!” but let them all 
set off running just when they like 
and leave off just when they like. 

So all these creatures, Alice and 
all, went on running round and round 
until they were quite dry again. 
Then the Dodo suddenly called out, 
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“The race is over!" and they all 
crowded round it panting, and asking, 
“ But who has won ? " 

; The Dodo had to think hard, and 
it sat for a long time with one finger 
pressed upon its forehead. At last it 
said, * Everybody has won, and all 
must have prizes ! " 

“But who is to give the prizes P" 
asked all the others. 

“Why, she, of course,” said the 
Dodo, pointing to Alice with one 
finger. 

And the whole party vato once 
crowded round her caling out, 
"Prizes! Prizes!" 

_ Alice had no idea wh 
in despair she put her 
pocket and pulled ou 
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at to do, and 
hand in her 
t a box of 


sweets (luckily the salt water had 


not got into it), and handed them 
round as prizes. There was just one 
a-piece all round. 

“But she must have a prize herself, 
you know,” said the Mouse. 
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“Of course, the Dodo replied 
very gravely. “ What else have you 
got in your pocket P" he went on, 
turning to Alice. 

“ Only a thimble,” said Alice sadly. 

“Hand it over here," said the Dodo. 

Then they all crowded round her 
once more, while the Dodo handed 
the thimble back to Alice, saying, 
“We beg your acceptance of this 
elegant thimble.” And when it had 
finished this short speech they all 
cheered. 

Wasn’t that a curious sort of 
present to give her? Suppose they 
wanted to give you a birthday present, 
would you rather they should go to 
your toy-cupboard and pick out your 
nicest doll and say, “ Here, my love, 
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here's a lovely birthday present for 
you!" or would you like them to 
give you something new, something 
that didn't belong to you before Р 

I can tell you, Alice thought it very 
silly, but they all looked so solemn 
that she did not dare laugh at them. 
She put the thimble on her finger to 
show how well it fitted (and it would 
have been strange if it hadn't fitted 
well, wouldn't itP) and then she 
bowed gravely. 

Then they all began to eat their 
sweets—which was not so easy as it 
sounds. The little ones choked and 
the big ones said they could not 
taste theirs. But at last it was all 
over and one by one they went 
home, leaving Alice all alone. 
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BILL, THE LIZARD 


Now I'm going to tell you about 
Alice's adventures in the White 
Rabbit's house. 

Do you remember how the Rabbit 
dropped his gloves and his fan, when 
he was so frightened at hearing 
Alice's voice that seemed to come 
down from the sky? Well, of course, 
he couldn't go to visit the Duchess : 
without his fan, so after a bit he came 
back again to look for them. 

By this time the Dodo and all the 
other curious creatures had gone 
away, and Alice was wandering about 
all alone. 

So what do you thi 
Actually he thought $ 
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nk he did? 


he was his 


housemaid, and began ordering her 
about! “Mary Ann!" he said, * Go 
home this very minute and fetch me 
a pair of gloves and a fan! Quick 
now!” 

Perhaps he couldn't see very 
clearly with his pink eyes, for I’m 
sure Alice doesn’t look very like a 
housemaid, does She? However, she 
was a very good-natured little girl, 
so she wasn't a bit offended, but ran 
off to the Rabbit’s house as quickly 
as she could. 

It was lucky she found the door 
open, for if she had had to ring, I 
Suppose the real Mary Ann would 
have come to open the door, and she 
would never have let Alice come іп. 
And I'm sure it was very lucky she 
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didn't meet the real Mary Ann as 
she trotted upstairs, for I’m afraid 
she would have taken Alice for a 
robber ! 

So at last she found her way into 
the Rabbit's room, and there was a 
pair of gloves lying on the table, and 
she was just going to take them up 
and go away, when she happened to 
see a little bottle on the table. And 
of course it had the words * DRINK 
ME" on the label. And of course 
Alice drank some! 

Well, I think that was rather lucky, 
too, don't you ? For if she hadn't 
drunk any, all this wonderful adven- 
ture that I'm going to te 
wouldn't have happened a 
wouldn't that have been a P 
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1 you about 
tall. And 
ity ? 


You're getting so used to Alice's 
adventures that I daresay you can 
guess what happened next. If you 
can't, I'll tell you. 

She grew and she grew and she 
grew. And in a very short time the 
room was full of Alice, just in the 
same way as a jar is full of jam! 
There was Alice all the way up to 
the ceiling, and Alice in every 
corner of the room! 

The door opened inwards, so of 
course there wasn’t any room to open 
it. So when the Rabbit got tired of 
waiting, and came to fetch his gloves 
for himself, of course he couldn’t get 
in. 

"I'll go round and get in at the 
window,” said the Rabbit to himself. 
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“That you won't,” 
thought Alice, and 
after waiting till 
she heard the Rabbit 
just under the 
window, she sud- 
denly spread out 
her hand and made 
a snatch in the air. 
She did not get hold 
of anything, but she 
heard a little shriek 
and a fall and a 
crash of broken 
glass. The Rabbit 
had fallen into the 
cucumber-frame. : 

So what do you think the Rabbit 
did then? (Now we ue to the 


29 


SOM, 


S 
RN 


picture.) He sent Bill, the Lizard, 
up to the roof of the house and told 
him to get down the chimney. But 
Alice happened to have one of her 
feet in the fire-place, so when she 
heard Bill coming down the chimney 
she just gave a tiny kick, and away 
went Bill flying up into the sky ! 

Poor little Bill! Don't you pity 
him very much? How frightened 
he must have been ! 

When he landed on earth again 
(and just imagine how hard it must 
have been!) the kind White Rabbit 
gave him a drink of water, so І 
expect that Bill soon felt quite all 
right again. At any rate, I do hope 
so, don't you P 
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EXERCISES 


. Why was the White Rabbit afraid of being 
late P 

. What did Alice see through the tiny door ? 
. Tell what happened to Alice when she 
ate the little cake. 

. Tell what happened when Alice met the 
White Rabbit again. 

. What is a Caucus-Race P 

. What happened to Alice when she was in 
the White Rabbit’s room ? 
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